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- A stately, marision, 1 which abides the spirit of the Confeder-.

acy, sands overlooking the Ohlo river st Greenbottom, I is the’

homastead of the Jenkins family, 19 miles east of Huntinglon,

and ‘seems o brood over bygone days as it nestles among ‘a

m.‘a. trm‘, o e

formerly of ‘Tidewater, Va,
reached its greatest dignity and
charm In the heyday of the cap-
tal‘s grandson, Brigadier G e n-
ersl Albert Gallatin Jenkins,
dashing cavalryman of the Con-

federate Stales of America in
the War Belween the States,

The Jenkins family were
among the first settlers of that
part of western Virginia which
was to become Cabell counly.
Caplain William Jenkins, mas-
ter of a fleet of ships that sailed
from the James river to South
American 'ports, came Lo Greén-
boltom in 1830 after tiring of the
\ea and longing for land:

(The first seltler in what was
e be Cabell county is believed
ta have been Thomas Hannan,
who came o Greenbottom {rom
Botetourt counly in  17%.
Thomas Bullington preceded
Hannan but Buffington only

through, making sur-

wveys. Another early surveyor

who paused briefly. was Claude

Crozet, former engineer in Na-

yoleon's’ army and slate sur-
. veyor of Virginia).

Chosq Greenbollom

.Caplain William Jenkins chose
“{lreenboltom for his new home
because of its ferlilp land and
natural beauty.
1t was inevitable that Captain
~Jenkins’~new-home - should - be-
coma a center {or the gay, gra-
clous social life of the pre-Civil
War era. The caplain was a
gregarious man with a liking
foc young poople.

The home and ila surrounding
resounded with  the
shouls of children and its

joyous

, built 124 years ago by Caph‘in William .ienkfns.

grooves of trees were lrysting
places for young lovers, Many &
night, In the huge reception hall
and lving room of the mansion,

demure and blushing damsels in

hoop skirts and handsome young
men in dandified atlire of Colo-
nial days wallzed Lo the sirains
of harps and-the soft, chanting
volces  of  banjo-slrumming
slaves, S

From this Colanial mansion,
a massive brick residence singu-
Jarly like the birthplace of
George Washinglon, lhree Jen-
kins leaped to horse and rode
spiritedly inlo the Civil War.
t Thomas Jefferson Jen-
kins, father of Albert Gallatin,
first heeded President Jef{ Da-
vis' call Lo arms of the Confed-
eracy. He rose from privale of
the CSA to maj.?r in the war,

Three Sons Followed

Thres of his sons, i.ncluding
Albert Gallatin Jenkins, followed
the redoubtable Thomas Jeffer-

wotpnJenkinsinlonsrilasmAlberk:

Gallatin Wwenkins returned home
‘only once on briel f{urlough.
Laler he was-killed in action.

The Jenkins home, where pre-
Civil War social life reached its
peak, was built in 1835 and was

_truly . indiginous_.to .the s0il
upon which it stands.

The builder, Capt. Willlam
Jenkins, the Tidewaler Virgin-
jan, built the home of bricks
made by ciay {rom the Jenkiny
fund, in a brickyard on the Jen-
kins eslate.

When the home was built, the

eslate comprised 4441 acres ex-
tending from Millersport to the
Mason counly line. 1L was said

“in those days that the Jenkins

property vextended seven mile.':;
along the river front and far
back into the hills.", -
Timbers for the Jenking man-
sion were hewn from the forest
{hat covered many o the origi-
nal 4,441 acres. Massive stones
were cﬁt'”into-“t;lvocksb for the
foundalion, So_solidly was the

mn;-s.inn built that it remains
plumb and lrue today.

House Faces River

The house faces the river
with its back to the Ohio river
-road-as-if-le shun-loday’s-speed-—
ing motaoristy who scool east and
wasl seemingly with no recard
for the leisure and culture which
slill cling to its walls like the
vines that have grown up arcuit
them.

The home nri;:iﬁally had an
extension used for a kitchen.

The kitchen was swepl away
by the 1913 flood. Within recent
years the extcusion was e
stored. However, no effort has

_been made to restore other
" puildings which have disap-

peared — a smokehouse, ser V-
ants’ quarlers, and an ample
prick building which General
Jenkins used as his olfice.

The reception hall where the
social, intellectual and political
leaders of western Virginia gath-

1 =a

weppedrite antamehoditmedane
the scars of several Hoods.

The high water of 1913
climbed midway from the first
{loor ta the ceiling and in sev-
eral places plaster fell away.
The flood of 1937 also dam-

4gm-xhu,mW¢uume_rm .

paired. )

The war brought evil {imes to
the Jenkins homestead. With
“the men of the family away
flghting, the property, deterio-
raled. The women lived in con-
stant [ear of Union raids. Some-
times food supplies dwindled,

particularly after Confederats
forces laid levies upon the Jen-

kina craps and cattle,

Allonded Marshall

*Meanwhile Jenkina pere and
his.. (hred...sons. wers ..making
names. for themselves’ in the
war. Albert Gallatin Jenkins
attained the greatest renown.
He was a collegs - bred “sol-
-dler-with-n-gift-for-leadership—
Albert prepared for collége‘ at
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ghall Coltege) in Huntington,
then Holderby's Landing. Later,
he eniolied "at Jefferson Col-
lege, then jocated al Cnnons-
burg, Pa. He was -prominent in
literary aclivities and was one
of_the_founders of Phi Gamma
Delta {raternity.

He was graduated from Jel-
ferson College in 1848 with hon-
ors. Ho entered Harvard Law
School; gradusled with a law
degree in 1850. He practiced law
for a short time in Charleston

but soon lired of it and took up .

residence again al Greenbotlom.
In 1856 he was a delegate o the
Demacratic Natlonal Conventlon
which , nominated James Buch-
anan for president. '

" he company was sworn into -
Confederate service May 20,
1881, The first armed clash was -
at Barboursville against & com-

*pany, .of the’ Second - Kentucky -

In{antry of the Union Army.

Later the rebel company

“_moved - {arther ‘south, merged
~ with~ vast . Confederate forees

“and largely lost its Individual
identity. oo :

l“oglr-l"lﬂhu Lost

Of the originsl mi men, fewer
than-20 survived the war,

Albert Galialin Jenkina’ rise
as a ranking soldier was mate-
oric. He was promoted rapidly
from caplaln lo major, o Heu-
tenant colone!, to full colonel
and o beigadier genersl. e
was wounded al Gettyaburg and
served in the Shenandoah cam.
paign, in lhe aperations of west.
ern Virginia and in the Wilder-
ness.

- Genera! Jenking el an ex-
ample to his men of personal
bravery. 1L is recorded that
when the Unlon Army swept
across the battlefield at Cloyd's
Mountain “like a blue cloud,”

In the same yed?, Alberl was ¢ 2 General Jenkins, pistol in hand,

elected to Congress and served
{wo terma. He was a delegate to
{he Provisional Confederate Con-
gress in 1861

___Saw War Coming "

_Albhert, whose  sympathies

rode up and down the line in
front of his wavering ranks ob-
- livious o the hail of lead from
the Unon side and urging the
Boys In Gray lo hold fast.
These troops were not the gen-

- eral's regular--command. --In-
spired by the gencral's utter

__wore.oraloundly it the. South . fearlesso

in the division of the North and

the South on the slavery issue,

foresaw in December -of 1860
thal war was inovitahle.

He organized the Rorder
Rangers at Guyandotle in that
month, The rangers were or-
ganized lo prolect a Virginia
flag which had been holsted on 8
flagpole on the banks of the
Ohio river. The company kept
the Nag up until April 20, 1861,
six days after the outbreak of
the Civil War.

The company dishanded -in

Guymdol‘le,‘w{\l {o the home of
- Atherl Gallatin Jenkins - ate-dinv-— ‘river poad,

and retreated in orderly fashlon.

General Jenkins was -carried,
morlally wounded, from the
field. A Union bullet had caught
him in the chest. He died two
wecks laler,

Buried at Spring 11

The date of his’ dealh was
‘May 21, 1864. He was only 34
years.old. His long -black bearc
lying over hix chest, he was bur
ied on the batlelield, The body
was sent to’ Greenboltom alle:
the war and waxs reburied in the

———

Jenking family cemetety on 1

~hillside - south- of the Ohie

. per; then went to the.old Green*- There it lay until many 'e‘
boitom Church and reorganized.  later, when it was relnle};r{da;:
The 101 men present elected Al- Speing Hill cemetery, Hunting:
pert caplain, The company Iater .lon, where iL now rests In the

hecam Company & of the
virginia Cavalry, CSA '

sth plot reserved for
loldl@fl..

Conléderate



"General Jenkins left surviving
his widow, the former Virginia
" Southsrd Bowlin of 8L Louls,-
_Mo,, and four children, Jame1
~Bowlin Jenkins, Alberta Gallatin
Jonkiis, Margaret Virginla Jen-
kins and George Jenkins.
__.."The list. member.of. the Jen.
. kins family to live at the home-
stead was Margarel Virginia
Jonking, daughter of the gen-
eral.

The property had shrunk, The
hard times of the post - war
period, and ltigation, had re-
duced the original acreage of 4,-
41 to 130,

Owned By Blederman

_ ‘The alaven were gone. Lahor
was costly, Mins Jenkin enler-
“ - "'W"."] EX X

Daughiers ol  the™Ca
for.a p«mumtmumld:o v
sothing came of B8, '\ g,
Miss Alberta Gallatis)Jookinds]
a celebratid actress - living tha's
New York, were the. last mem-,
bers of the family lo:‘.ehhv_o.

. Pgbuc notice. o iy
The Jeakins m:md now,

is owned by Max Blederman.
formerHuntington automiohile
- deater, whose Ohlo rm\'hum
“is- nesr’ the Jenking’ pnpdyr—
My, Blederman has the prop-
erly in the care of tenants. The
mansion has been kept in excele.
jent_rapair and presumably .it,’

coul! afand another 100 years

Rul never again will it b
come a soclal center, The harpa,
tha chanting darkios with' their
hanjoes, the hoopakiried belles
and handsome young-men, ‘have
faded into the long ago-ois-o*

ey e . “.. “‘

~rnrwten
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Life traveled ot a more leisurely rate in 1907

when _the Thompion and Barry families had an au-
tumn pichic together by the bank of the Ohio River

near the Alhert Gallatin:Jenking home ot Greenboi-

tom.

Seen in the photograph are, from lef, first row,
Lawton Thompson, now living in Marion, Ohio, Lester

£
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ry, and Ralph Barry, his brother; second row, Miss

_Mina Thompson, now of Gallipolis, Miss Verna

Thompson, her sister, now of Huntington, Miss Grace
Thompson,, another sister, Mrs, William Thompson,

‘their mother, holding Miss Josephine Thompson, a sis-

ter, now of Gallipolis, Mrs. R. J. Barry, holding her
son Theodore, Miss Nancy Barry, a sister, and Lester

Thompson, hiy.brother, now of (Rllipolh, Rowoe Bar-

Barry, a sister, Miss Edng Barry, another sister, Grant
Barry, tnd Fred Barry, brothars, an@&¥alter Thomp-
son, brother of Ldwson and Lester,

Many tharks lo.Mn. Virné'Bytkn\or, 12093(& e

Ave., for the use of her picture, She Is In the photo,
second from left in the second row. ' ’ )

Greer, Mrs. Thompson’s brother; third row, Miss Grace
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